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Plain uſeful Facrs and Revanus; 
as a Preparitive to the preſent 


ſudden and General Election. 


ADDRESS), 


fo the Worthy Independent EtzcTtoks 
of WESTMINSTER, in pars 
ticular; whoſe Noble Ex AMPLE others 
may Follow, and to the reſt of the 
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And Spare not, c. 


Friends and Countrymen, 


IT HO UT either Preface or Apo- 

logy, I ſhall proceed, at once, to ac- 
quaint you that the time is, very un- 
expectedly, at Hand, when it behoves you all, 
as one Man, to exert yourſelves, openly, and 


boldly, in the Intereſt of your Bleeding and un- 


done Country; and that, without a faithful ſin- 


cere; and united Struggle at this time, as the 
lait, perhaps, that may ever offer, both you and 
your Poſterity, may be totally ruin d; and ſunk 


into the loweſt Depth of abject Slavery. 


What J have time to ſay, at preſent, on this 
Subject, cannot be ſo much as I could wiſh ; and 


ſhort, as it muſt be, I fear there are too Many 


who will ſcarce take time to read it, moreover 
to weigh and conſider it Impartially, as they | 


ought 3 therefore I ſhall not much regard, or 


4 affect, 


— — " > 
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alfect, a Nicety in Stile, or the Manner of Wri- 


ting, as I neither put up for an Author, or ex- 
pect Applauſe or Preferment, but ſhall confine 


my poor Endeavours, an this Occaſjon, to plain, 


downright, well known Truths, eaſy to be un- 
derſtood by every honeſt diſintereſted Engliſb- 
man; and, for that Purpoſe, I ſhall begin my 
Deſign in the Method that others uſualiy con- 


clude their Undertakings; that is with a N. N. 


which is in plain Engliſh, Note Well, or take 
Care of what you are going abour. | 

N. B. If any Placemen, Penfioner, or Cour- 
tier, of any Denomination whatſoever, or any 
other Perion, whether Native or Foreigner, or 


any Agents or Friends in their Bchalf, whoſe. 
uit Attachment, to the Intereſt of their Country, 


is not publickly known, and approvec: ; ſhall fol- 
licit your Votes, or Intereſt, take ſpecial Care 
to avoid them; and do not, on any Conſidera- 
tion, engage yourſelves till you have thoroughl7 


conſider d who, and what they are; and that 
you have conſulted ſome of your worthy F riends | 


and Neighbours upon whoſe Judgment and Ve- 
racity you may ſafely depend; and, in a more 
particular Manner, if any Perſon ſhould dare, 


by any direct or indirect Means, to offer you 
Money, or any Gratuity, for your Votes, eſpe- 
cially any whom you know, or are credibly in- 
Form'd, « could n never * pay their juſt Debts, or 


cyen 


1 
even their Servants Wages; be ſure you ask them 
how, and by what Means, they came by this 
Money and what they, of all People, can pro- 
poſe in ſpending any to be Elected Members 
of Parliament, except to ſereen themſelves from 
paying their Debts, ar to joia in ſelling their 


Country, by Piece · meals; or in the whole, when- 


ever it is required: Theſe plain honeſt Queſtions 
being firſt put, and not departed from, till fairly 


clear d up, without any Art or double Meaning, 


may, 1 am in Hopes, be a uſeful Method in 
ſetting out upon this great Werk: And then L 
beſeech you all, for God's Sake; for that of your 
own and your Countries Sake; as well as of your 
Children yet unborn; and above all, at this time, 


to convince your Foreign Enemies, that you are 


ſtill Engliſhmen ; and that you dare act as ſuch; 

and can be free, whenever you think proper to 
unite; I ſay, for theſe Reaſons, be ſteady in 
your proſers Proceedings; and reſolve, at laſt, 


to ſhift the Yoke of long wicked and corrupt 


Parliaments; ; and to prevent any Poſlibility of 


ſuch for the furure, 


| When our Good Friend, and Great Miſ⸗- 


treſs, Queen Anne, of Bleifed Memory, Died ; 
it is certain the Nation was left in Debt; but 


that was occalion'd by a long juſt and neceſſary 
War, which made us the Terror of all Europe; 


and during that War, we had, at leaft, the Ho- 


nour, 


BOS © 


| nour, as well as Advantage, to reduce the Power 
of our Enemies; and to take all thoſe ſtrong 
Towns, and fine Places in Flanders, &c. which 
we now daily and fo ſhamefully loſe z I wiſh, in 
order to prevail on you for your Votes and Inte- 
reſt at this Grand and Critical time, fome of our 


good Members, before you promiſe them, would 


clear up to you why the National Debt was never 


ſince that, and in Time of Peace, leſſen'd; on 


the contrary how it comes to be about twice as 


much as it was then, without abating any Taxes, 


but encreaſing them, as in Caſe of the Land Tax 
and others; and. that we are daily loaded with 
new Ones, to ſuch a Degree, that no Nation in 
the World, except our n feels the Aike at 


this mT 


We are now, if all things were fairly and 
openly ſtated, above Sixty Millions of Money in 
Debt, or rather, after the Affairs of this Glo- 


rious Campaign is over, Seventy Millions; not 


German, or French Millions, but good Engli/ 
Pounds; the Intereſt of which, at ſo low a Rate 
as four per Cent. If it never comes to be higher, 
amounts to two Millions and Eight Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds a Year, ſo that the whole Land 
Tax, at four Shillings in the Pound, being but 
two Millions falls ſhort, of paying the Intereſt 
of our Debts, Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds 


a Year, without ever chinking of the principal 


Money; 


* 


W 
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Money; and if we had a Peace To- morrow, that 
Intereſt muſt be always paid, or the whole Na: 
tion become Bankrupts; beſides which there muſt 
ſtill be raiſed, Yearly Sums for the Support of 
our Army, our Fleets, 'our. Guards, and Garri 
ſons; for the Civil Liſt, Secret Service Money, 
and a thouſand, Sc. 4's ; This I fay 'muſt be 
dur Caſe, according to what bas been tranſacted 
for above thitty Years paſt, were we now at 
Peace? therefore pray ask all thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen, who requeſt your Votes, particularly 
thoſe of the Treafury, and Exchequer, what 
Methods they propoſe to eaſe you of thoſe grie- 
vous Burdens for the future; or whether they 
think it is ever poſſible to be done under ſucli 
Managers as you have hitherto had; and then 
Vote according to the Anſwer they 9 0 if 
ar! think it a fair ee one. | 


We are now Gi involved! in Wars of all 
Kinds; but the worſt of all is that diſmal ex- 
penſive one on the Continent with the French 
King? $ Country ; who can have Plenty of every 
thing neceſſary for his Purpoſe, at any Time, of 
Seaſon, when our poor Troops may ſtarve, and 
want all things, except Engliſo Money; we are 
at the Expence, not only of maintaining our own 

reat Army there, but we pay Three Hundred 
houſand Pounds a Year to the Queen of Hun- 
gary: ; Two Hundred Thouſand a Year to the 
King 
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King of Sardinia, we pay for Haſians, Hano- 
werians; and others; and allo large Sums to ſe- 
veral little petit Electors of che Empire; and to 

the Lord knows who, and what: All this i is too 
well known to be denied; ſo that, upon the 
whole, and at a very moderate Computation, we 
ſend Yearly; out of the Kingdom, two Millions 


of our Specie, that is of our hard Money, which 
on theſe melancholly Accounts, 18 ſpent in F o- 
reign Countries, without one Penny in Return ; 


or any thing but brolcen Bones, and the Loſs of 
Thouſands. of our brave Subjects, to the. mani 
feft Ruin of Numbers of poor Families, the 


leſſening our, Artificers and Manufacturers; 5 and 


to the Prejudice of the Kingdom in General: ; 
Pray ask, the good Gentlemen, who have, not 


only ſuffer'd all this, to fall upon us, but have 


abſolutely Voted that it ſhould be ſo, when they 


think, our Miſcries will ceaſe, or whether they 


fancy the Nation can hold out, at this Rate, till 
another General Election, that i is for ſeven Years 


to come; and if they can't fairly .c clear up-this 


Point to you, take care not to Truſt them any 
longer with your Liberties and Fropernich,, 0 of 


which = ſo imaginarily, and. vainly balk. 


wy B. The whole Cirulating Caſh of the 
Nadon.i is not fourteen Millions; and if you muſt 
ſend away, at leaſt, two Millions qut of it every 


Years and no Returns whatever, ſure they may 


ealily 


C 
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eafity Gueſs how much you will have left ere 


Years hence, including what rs gone for cheſe 
897 or five Years paſt. 


When the Parliament hacks Choice of the | 


. Houſe of Hanover, to ſucceed to the Throne of 


England; there was an Act made, call'd the Act 
of Settlement; which contain'd many uſeful and 
wholeſome. things for the mutual Advantage of 


King and People, and, among others, that Great. 


Britain ſhould not intermeddle, on any Occa- 
ſion, directly or indirectly, with Quarrels, rela- 
ting to the King's Foreign Dominions; that the 
King ſhould not go out of the Kingdom, except 


upon very extraordinary Occaſions indeed; and 


that, by Conſent of Parliament, Cc, &c, Cc. 
Pray ask the preſent Petitioners for your Votes 
if all this has been Religiouſly obſerved, and if 
not whether they cart contrive that it Mould bg 


ad for the future. 


Ask them, likewiſe; why we have kepk up 
large ſtanding Armies in times of Peace, con- 
trary to Acts of Parliament; and have alſo paid 
Foreign Troops. Abroad, at ſuch times, for do- 
ing nothing; why the Convocation of the Clergy 
of the Church of England have never ſrace the 


Death of Queen Anne been ſuffer'd. to meet, oft 


to enquire into Abuſes againſt the Eſtabliſh's 


Religion, according to our good and whote. 


B ſome 


[ 20 J 

ſome Laws in that Behalf; to put a ſtop to falſe 
Teachers, and the Wicked Practices of a parcel 
of Ragmuffins, who ſtroll about the Country 
broaching new and dangerous Doctrines, to the 
Diſunion, and Diſtraction, of many of his Ma- 
Jeſty's good and peaceable Subjects: Ask them, 
I ſay, why theſe things have been ſuffer'd for 
above thirty Years paſt ; and to explain to you by 
| what Means a Majority could poſlibly be procured 

to Vote ſuch things lawful, contrary to Honour, 
Juſtice or Conſcience, and the Nations Happi- 
neſs ; and then Vote according to your Conſcience: 


From a three Years Parliament, as in Queen 
Anne's Good Days, we were brought to a ſeven 
Years one, a moſt bold and deſperate Wound to 
the Conſtitution 3 and as it is now thirty three 
Years ſince her Death, I wiſh you could prevail 
upon the good Gentlemen, who now ſollicit to 
repreſent you for ſeven Years longer, to point 
out ſo much as thirty good Acts, puting all to- 
gether, that have paſt ſince, for the true Honour 
and Intereſt of the Nation if any of them can 
convince you fairly that each Year has produced 
one ſingle good Act, I am far from being againſt 
your Voting even for ſuch a Man; and if that 
can't be made out; and that they who have been 

thus employ'd for you, above thirty Years al- 
ready, can give no Satisfactory Account of their 
Actions; I hope your own Reaſon and Reſent- 
| ; ment, 


1 
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ment, will put you upon trying other Methods, 


and endeavour at your own Relief, before it is 


qu too late. 


I remember in the South-Sea Year, when the 
People were quite Mad with their Loſſes, and 
Sour'd in their Tempers; a Man, roaring Death 


and Thunder, againſt the Miniſtry, cry*d out; 
who can tell me what this Damn'd Parliament 
has done for the Nation theſe ſeven Years paſt; 


have they done any one good thing, except ruin- 
ing and plundering Mankind, let 'me know ; to 
which a facetious merry Gentleman reply'd; if you 
will have Patience I believe I can reſolve you in 


a few Words, and without affronting you ; and 


then begun to Sum up the ſeven Years Work, 


as follows in ſeven Lines. 


Lik E A R, Iinpeachments, Proſecuti ons. 
II. Rebellion, and Executions. © 

III. Mitb a Parliament for ſeven Years. 
IV. Inteftine Fars and Spaniſh Wars. 

V. Witb a Noble Bill of Peers. 

VI. The South Sea Scheme that Golden Dream. 
VII. Now Poverty, and Tears. 


This being I believe as good an Account as any 
of them can give you of the firſt ſeven Years; 
deſire them to give you the. beft Account they 


can of. the reſt of their time, in order to engage 


your preſent Intereſt. 
2 -- | The 
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The great and wiſe end of a Parliament, as. 


has been often and long ſince repreſented to you, 
was, that every Town and County ſhould ſend. 
up, Yearly, at a Sallary or Allowance of Six 
Shillings and Eight Pence a Day, two Perſons, 
in the Nature of Agents or Stewards, to act for 


them; to preſent their Grievances and procure 


Redreſs; and alſo to qbtain all the Good Laws 
that were neceſſary, from time to time, for the 
true Intereſt of the Nation ; which was a Noble, 
Wiſe and good |] Inſtitution ; as this was to be a 
yearly Choice, no one had any great time or 
Opportunity to act baſely, or to be falſe to his 
Truſt, nor was it ſcarce worth while, for ſo ſhort 
a time; but when, by Arts and wicked Deſigns, 
it was at firſt brought to three Years, there was 
then a little more room to turn in, and to con-: 
ſider what Profit could be made; but alas when 
it came to ſeven Years, certain, what could not 
every Wicked Man do, when he was fix'd for 
an Age, as one may ſay: Let me tell you ſeven 
Years eaſe and Tranquility, free from Duns, and 
Arreſts, with an Addition, as well as future Ex- 
p<Ctations, of Places, Penſions, Honours, and 
Favours, are dangerous Temptations to truſt every 
Steward with; many it is certain are very wor- 
thy of ſuch Truſts, that is ſuch as are indepen- 
dent, and have proved it thro? their whole Con- 
duct; and to all ſuch, and ſuch only, let us in- 
Fjine our Hearts and open our Ears; and look 


upon 


[ 13] 
upon others, who ſhould dare attempt to bribes 
or corrupt us, as the Inſtruments of Hell, em- 
ploy'd for no other Purpoſe but to delude and 
enſlave us, and our Country for ever: Whoever 
buys you will certainly ſell you, as ſoon as any 
body comes up to his Price; and did you but 
conſider what an inſignificant Value you receive, 
in regard to the very Taxes you pay for ſeven 
Years after, you will find yourſelves greatly out 
of Pocket, on your own private Accounts,” be- 
ſides the Injuſtice you have to anſwer for to God, 
your King and your Country, 


There is not a Nobleman, or Gentleman, in 
the Kingdom that hires a Steward for more than 
a Year, be he ever ſo good or capable; and even 


then can turn him off, the Moment he behaves 


ill, without any other Ceremony than paying his 
Wages; and is it poſſible that the honeſt good 
People of England, will ever again make Choice 
of Stewards to manage their Affairs for ſeven 
Years to come, whoſe Integrity and Care, they 
have the greateſt Reaſon in the World to Queſ- 
tion for above thirty Years paſt ; eſpecially when 
this may, perhaps, be the laſt Opportunity they 
will ever have again to chuſe any; and that when 
they are once choſen they cannot remove them 
till the Expiration of the time: Seven Years is, 
as I have ſaid before, a Man's Life; which, af- 


Jer thirty Years Bondage, is a terrible Addition 


to 
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to the Winter of Age; and it is much more fo, 
if we but conſider that, by ſuch an inconſiderate 
wicked Step, we not only rivet our own Chains, 
and Fetters, for Life, but alſo go the certain 
way of entailing all the Evils of Tyranny and 
Oppreffion upon our poor innocent Poſterity. 


To conchade, let us moſt ſeriouſly weigh theſe 


few Matters of Fact; let us put the Queſtions 


before mention*d, and debate them maturel y 
among our Friends; and then let us come to a 
firm Reſolution, one and all, to turn away from, 
and avoid all thoſe, who act and Vote againſt 
their Countries Tlonour and Intereſt, as Enemies 
to the King and State; let us endeavour to pre- 
vent all the wicked, and pernicious Practices that 
cauſe Uneaſineſs and Ruin to ourſelves and our 
Fellow- Subjects; that, in the end, we may have 
Reaſon to rejoice in the common Safety ; laying 
aſide all manner of Quarrels, and Diſtinctions 
that have been ſo long kept up among us for 
evil Purpoſes; and let us now ſhew ourſelves 
Juſt, and brave enough, to oppoſe all their de- 
ſtructive Meaſures, and to deſpiſe the Managers, 
and Contrivers, of thoſe Monuments of Mi- 
ſery, Madneſs, and Diſhonour, under which, 
this, once Great and Flouriſhing, Nation, now 
moſt viſibly Labours. 


N. B. 
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N. B. If any ſhould be fo unhappy as to 
have engaged their Votes, inadvertently, or be- 


fore theſe Facts ſhould appear to them; I hope 


they'll conſider that it is much more Honourable 
to depart from an Error than to continue in it; 
for that it is allow'd a raſh Oath is better broke 
than kept, moreover a ſimple Promiſe, when it 
appears unreaſonable to be comply d with, after 
better Deliberation, l 
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| To the B RA wh 5 

INDE P EN DENTS 

or. 

WESTMINSTER: 

A BALLAD. 
: 


B RAVE Weſtminſter Freemen, ſtand 


true to the Cauſe, 


Which you've juſtly Eſpous'd, in > Support of: 

your Laws, NWG 

Let your Union appear, for the a of the 

Nation, 

And Deſpiſe ill Dependance, wich n * 
nation. 98115 

Derry down, down, 3 dom. 

C 2 II. 


\ 


2 


II. 


This, this, is the time, to give Proof of your 
Actions, AA 8 

$0 avoid all Diſputes, and Unnatural Factions, 

Lt the Penſioners, Courtiers, and Placemen 4 


ſee, 
That you dare act like Men, and will ever be 
| free. 
: 
Brave Philipp, and dungs. no Man can 
Diſpute, 
Are : as worthy good 1 Lore as you can De. 
| -pute, | | 
To ſupport your true Intereſt, in Country 87 
Town, 
Againſt all Wicked Topls, who would s amp 
| i down. 89% 
23 
Noble Phi bipps, alread 7 whole — we 
Prize, 


Foy proyed to the * beyond all u Diga, 
. That 
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5 That no Poſt, or Preferment, can alter hig 


Mind, 


— and Hog ict, 
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A True Briton, by Birth, and * old Briiſ 
Race, if; rh 
Who rejects all Employments, when held with 

Diſgrace, 
Such being your Patriots, without Heſitation, 
Let each Brave Independent, act well in his 


bs 
y I 
8 
n y * , 
£ * 7 By 


By your Noble 1 add Caries to 


others, 
To e a bold Stand, and "" the two 
Brothers, | 
Who Country and e have ng ſet at 
ee 
Fe we find, on their Seeg A Alliance. 
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mm 
By the New Act of Grace, we are certainly 
' 1} wold, by 
That the Smugglers may Vote, "Fn there's no- 
thing ſo bold, 
TP 0 releaſe ſuch a Pack of Blood- hounds, at this 


ti me, 


Js 0 wicked Contrivance, and barefac d * 0 
lime | 


I. | 


So thus you may ail, at a View plainly fee, 
What Hopes we have, under, ſuch * to be 
free, 
Yet nothing will ever, ſure, open our Eyes, 
We are ſo bewiteh'd, and all Council Deſi pile, 


Woh» 


When over our Bowls, we get happily merry, 
How brave we reſolve, and ling derr "ye down 


derry, Ani 

Seem all of a Mind, but next n . 

Qur good Reſolutions, are drown'd in the Glaſs. 
X. 


[ 2; ] 


X. 
Then, for Shame, let us nevermore bluſter 
but Act, 
And may England ne ermore ſee a Parliament 
; Pack*t, 9 
To which let us add, in one round full of Bum- 
pers, „„ | 
Great Philipps, and Clarges, and down with the 
 Rumpers. Ty. 
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